
Hidden Closing Costs Checklist
What buyers and sellers in Palm Harbor should double-check before signing at the closing table.

■ Common Buyer Closing Fees to Review

• Title Company Fees: Watch for 'admin,' 'processing,' or 'mailing' charges that aren’t lender-approved.

• Courier / Overnight Fees: Many are unnecessary with digital closings.

• Recording Fees: Confirm actual county rates; some title agencies inflate these.

• Owner’s Title Insurance: Verify that your quoted rate matches the Florida promulgated rate.

• Doc Stamps & Intangibles: Should match your lender’s final loan estimate—no mystery math here.

■ Seller Fees That Can Sneak Up

• HOA Estoppel Fees: Capped by Florida law; challenge any 'rush' add-ons.

• Title / Settlement Fees: Negotiate; sellers sometimes overpay compared to buyers.

• Doc Stamps on Deed: Confirm $0.70 per $100 in Pinellas County—no padding allowed.

• Mortgage Payoff / Reconveyance Fees: Should only reflect your lender’s actual payoff statement.

■ Amanda’s Pro Tip

If you wouldn’t walk past that amount of money on the ground… it’s worth questioning on your closing
statement. Every dollar counts—especially when it’s yours.

■ Want a Realtor who catch the sneaky fees for you? 
Shoot me a message. 912-655-2774

Amanda with The Pretty House Team

Charles Rutenberg Realty 
amanda@prettyhouseteam.com | prettyhouseteam.com


